The epigastric fat transfer: an alternative free flap model in the rat.
A free epigastric fat flap, a modification of the well-known cutaneous groin flap, is described in the rat. Vascular perfusion was successfully restored when transferred to the neck of the rat in 75% of the rats that underwent surgery, as assessed by multiple postoperative stripping tests and select microangiography. This flap offers the advantages of familiar anatomy, ease of postoperative care without risk of flap trauma, and a challenge to microsurgical technique development for successful flap transfer execution. Therefore, this free flap provides an additional animal model for use in microsurgical training as well as a research tool in fat transplantation physiology.